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The Michigan Collaborative Early Childhood Conference (MCECC) is a conference for the Michigan early 
childhood preschool community, including teachers, staff, and administrators in the Great Start Readiness 
Program, Head Start, Early Childhood Special Education, and child care. 
 
The Michigan Collaborative Early Childhood Conference is sponsored by the Michigan Department of 
Education in collaboration with the Bureau of Children and Adult Licensing/Michigan Department of Human 
Services, Early Childhood Investment Corporation, Head Start-State Collaboration Office, Michigan 
Association for the Education of Young Children, and Michigan Head Start Association. 
 
The conference emphasizes the importance of integrating services through collaboration among early 
childhood programs, public schools, community agencies and families.  The goal of the conference is to 
provide participants with a format for discussion of current information regarding research studies, 
collaborative planning and teaching strategies, a sharing of ideas and techniques, and an affirmation of the 
importance of establishing a rich, supportive environment and high quality services for young children and 
their families. Participants have the opportunity to become eligible to earn State Board of Education 
Continuing Education Units (SB-CEUs). 
 
On Wednesday, January 25th, preconference participants can attend one of three full-day preconference 
sessions. The preconference sessions are:  
 A)  Addressing the Challenge of Challenging Behavior 
 B)  Bridging the Connections between Math and Science Concepts 
 C) The Right Stuff: Evidence-based Practices that Support Each Young Child 
  
The conference general session, Thursday, January 26th, features Jim Harris, MSW, Ed.S. and owner of 
Opportunities Consulting Services, LLC. His keynote address, Truths, Lies and Opportunities, will bring us 
back to the basics about our work with young children. Jim will confront the hard facts of working with 
children and families by providing a perspective that will help us see the importance of our work on a daily 
basis, and an understanding of the progressive nature of change as it relates to interventions with 
preschoolers. You will enjoy some good laughs and leave with your “batteries” recharged! 

Thursday, January 26th and Friday, January 27th, conference participants can attend a variety of 
workshops on assessment and evaluation; child development; curriculum; family and community 
engagement; learning environment; professional development; program quality and standards; special 
education and inclusion; and technology.  Participants can visit commercial exhibits Wednesday, January 
25th, 7:00 - 9:00 PM and Thursday, January 26th, 8:00 AM-4:00 PM. 



 
 

2012 MCECC PRECONFERENCE AND CONFERENCE INFORMATION 
 
REGISTRATION PROCEDURE – MAIL IN OR ON-LINE. REGISTER EARLY; CAPACITY MAY BE REACHED BEFORE DEADLINE.  

 NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION. 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE – JANUARY 13, 2012 

 
FEES: Preconference fee  $60.00   
 Conference fee  $90.00   
 Theatre event fee    $70.00 
 
 

REFUND POLICY: A $15.00 processing fee is charged for each refund. No refunds will be given after the registration 
deadline, January 13, 2012.  Registration can be transferred to another person upon request. 
 

PRECONFERENCE SESSIONS:  A) Addressing the Challenge of Challenging Behavior 
(Full-day)   B) Bridging the Connections between Math and Science Concepts 
      C)  The Right Stuff: Evidence-based Practices that Support Each Young Child 
 
CONFERENCE WORKSHOP ASSIGNMENTS: Workshop assignments will be made in order of registration receipt. 
Indicate your first and second choice, per session, on the registration form.  
 
 

TRACKS: Assessment and Evaluation (AE)  Professional Development (PD) 
 Child Development (CD)    Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
 Curriculum (CM)    Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
 Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Technology (TN) 
 Learning Environment (LE)   Other (O) 
 
 

SB-CEUS: Upon registration and sign-in at the State Board of Education Continuing Education Unit (SB-CEU) table, 
attendance sheets are distributed and the attendance verification procedures explained.  To become eligible to 
receive SB-CEUs, full attendance and compliance with all attendance procedures are mandatory. Please 
refer to the SB-CEU Information page in this brochure for details about SB-CEU procedures. 
 
 

CONFERENCE IDENTIFICATION: Conferees are required to wear their name badges to all sessions, including 
exhibits. Preconference and conference sessions may only be attended by participants registered for those sessions; 
the badges identify assigned preconference and conference sessions.  Failure to wear your badge may exclude you 
from a session. 
 
 

EVENING EVENT: The cost for the Fisher Theater evening event is $70.00 per person, including transportation.  
Payment must be included with your registration payment. Please refer to the event description in the preliminary 
program. 
 
 

FOOD: The preconference fee includes continental breakfast and lunch; the conference fee includes continental 
breakfast and lunch on Thursday and continental breakfast on Friday.  For other meals there is a restaurant in the 
Hyatt Regency Dearborn and numerous restaurants in the Fairlane Town Center and surrounding area. 
 
 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: RESERVATION DEADLINE – JANUARY 6, 2012  
Reserve early, the block of rooms could fill before the deadline! Register by using the Hyattʼs Passkey Reservation 
System online, https://resweb.passkey.com/go/MCECC2012 or call 888-421-1442.   Rates: Standard Double and 
King/Single, $109 

REGISTER ON-LINE AT WWW.MIAEYC.ORG 
On-line registrations require on-line credit card payment or a purchase order.        

OR 
MAIL COMPLETED FORM WITH PAYMENT TO:   CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: 
MI COLLABORATIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE   MCECC–MIAEYC    
C/O MIAEYC         
839 CENTENNIAL WAY, SUITE 200    
LANSING, MI  48917-9277      
 
 



 
 

MCECC 2012: IMPORTANT DATES AND TIMES 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE January 13, 2012 
    Register early, conference may fill prior to deadline! 

o Use registration form in this program for mail-in registration 
o On-line registration with credit card payment or purchase order at www.miaeyc.org 

 

HOUSING DEADLINE January 6, 2012 
    Register by using the Hyattʼs Passkey Reservation System online,  
    https://resweb.passkey.com/go/MCECC2012, or call 888-421-1442 
 

REGISTRATION CHECK-IN  Tuesday, January 24th   7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
    Wednesday, January 25th    7:45 AM –   8:55 AM; 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
    Thursday, January 26th   7:45 AM –11:00 AM 
    Friday, January 27th   8:00 AM – 8:55 AM 
 

EXHIBITS  Wednesday, January 25th 7:00 PM –  9:00 PM 
    Thursday, January 26th  8:00 AM  –   4:00 PM  
 

SB-CEU INFORMATION 
 

 
 

PRECONFERENCE:   WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012 
 

To become eligible to earn .5 SB-CEUs for the preconference you must: 
• Register and sign-in at the SB-CEU table, located in the Conference Registration Area, Lobby Level, 

between 7:45 AM – 8:55 AM Wednesday, January 25th    
• Complete the form as requested 
• Have your form stamped during the following times on Wednesday, January 25, 2012: 

 7:45 AM – 8:55 AM, 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM and 4:00 PM – 4:30 PM 
• Comply with checkout procedures 

 

No SB-CEU forms for the preconference will be accepted after 4:30 PM Wednesday, January 25, 2012 
 
 

CONFERENCE:  THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012 AND FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2012 
 

NOTE:  The 2012 MCECC offers the opportunity for participants to become eligible to earn .5 SB-CEUs for 
attendance Thursday only, or .8 SB-CEUs for attendance Thursday and Friday. 
 

On Thursday, January 26th, to become eligible to earn SB-CEUs for the conference, you must: 
• Register and sign-in at the SB-CEU table, located in the Conference Registration Area, Lobby Level, 

between 7:45 AM – 8:55 AM Thursday, January 26th   
• Complete the form as requested 
• Have your form stamped during the following times on Thursday, January 26, 2012: 

           7:45 AM – 8:55 AM; 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM and 4:45 PM – 5:30 PM (form will be retained by SB-CEU staff) 
 

No SB-CEU forms for the conference will be accepted after 5:30 PM Thursday, January 26, 2012 
 
Participants who qualified to be eligible to earn SB-CEUs for Thursday, January 26th, and who wish to 
become eligible for SB-CEUs for Friday, January 27th, must: 
 

• Retrieve their SB-CEU form at the conference registration area and have their form stamped during the 
following times on Friday, January 27, 2012:     8:00 AM – 8:55 AM and 12:15 PM – 1:00 PM 

• Comply with checkout procedures 
 

No SB-CEU forms for the conference will be accepted after 1:00 PM Friday, January 27, 2012 
 
 

TO BECOME ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE SB-CEU CREDIT,  
FULL ATTENDANCE AND COMPLIANCE WITH ALL ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES ARE MANDATORY. 

 

UPON SB-CEU REGISTRATION AND SIGN-IN, AN ATTENDANCE SHEET IS PROVIDED  
AND THE ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION PROCEDURES EXPLAINED. 



 
 

MICHIGAN COLLABORATIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD PRECONFERENCE 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012 – HYATT REGENCY DEARBORN 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012 
 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM Registration Check-in    Group Registration, Lobby Level 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012 
  7:45 AM–  8:55 AM Registration Check-in    Group Registration, Lobby Level 
    Continental Breakfast 
  7:45 AM –  8:55 AM SB-CEU Registration and Sign-In 
  9:00 AM –10:30 AM Session 
10:30 AM –10:45 AM Break 
10:45 AM –12:00 PM Session 
12:00 PM –12:30 PM SB-CEU Check-in 
12:05 PM  Lunch (provided) 
  1:15 PM –  2:30 PM Session 
  2:30 PM –  2:45 PM Break 
  2:45 PM –  4:00 PM Session 
  4:00 PM –  4:30 PM SB-CEU Checkout 
  5:00 PM –  9:00 PM Conference Registration Check-in  Group Registration, Lobby Level 
  7:00 PM –  9:00 PM Exhibits 
 
REGISTRATION FEE $60.00 per full-day session 
    Fee includes continental breakfast, lunch, beverage break and materials. 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE January 13, 2012. No on-site registration. 
    Refund requests must be submitted in writing. A $15.00 processing fee is 
     charged for each refund. No refunds are given after the registration  
    deadline, January 13, 2012. Registration can be transferred upon request. 
 

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE Complete the registration form and send with payment or register on-line. 
 

SB-CEUS  .5 State Board of Education Continuing Education Units (SB-CEUs) are available. See 
the SB-CEU Information section for details. To become eligible to receive SB-CEUs 
full attendance and compliance with all verification procedures are mandatory. 

 

SESSION CHOICES Choose one (1) of the three (3) sessions; descriptions below. All sessions are full-day. 
    

A. ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGE OF CHALLENGING BEHAVIOR 
Explore the nature of challenging behavior and what you can do to be more effective in helping children that 
display them. Learn about comprehensive and developmentally appropriate interventions in contrast to 
traditional approaches to behavior management. Through case studies and current research, gain knowledge 
and function-based strategies that take into consideration the developmental needs of children and the 
complexities of their situations. 
Presenter: Jim Harris, MSW, Ed.S., Opportunities Consulting Services, LLC 

 

B. BRIDGING THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN MATH AND SCIENCE CONCEPTS 
Are you struggling to include appropriate math and science activities in your classroom? Learn about the 
important relationship between math and science concepts while exploring and experiencing research-based, 
hands-on math and science activities that are engaging and easily implemented in any early childhood setting. 

  Presenters: Becky Garske, Assistant Professor and Early Childhood Coordinator, Mott Community College 
 Jan Herriman, Preschool Teacher and Assistant Director, Kearsley Public Schools 
 Sue Lechota, Adjunct Instructor and Early Learning Director, Mott Community College 
 

C. THE RIGHT STUFF: EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES THAT SUPPORT EACH YOUNG CHILD 
Learn about research, methods, models and materials that can be used to put the ʻright stuffʼ in the hands of 
teachers, specialists, family members and administrators. The ʻ right stuffʼ includes: 1) national guidance on 
how to support each child, including those with disabilities, to achieve her or his full potential; 2) information 
about evidence-based practices that intentional teachers can use to support every child; and 3) high quality, 
no/low cost resources to use in growing the capability of professionals and family members. Inclusion, 
culturally responsive practices, communication and family-professional collaboration emphasized. 

  Presenter: Camille Catlett, Scientist, National Professional Development Center on Inclusion 



 
 

  
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012 
    5:00 PM -   9:00 PM Conference Registration Check-in  Group Registration, Lobby Level 
    7:00 PM -   9:00 PM Exhibits    Hubbard Foyer, Lobby Level 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012 
   7:45 AM - 11:00 AM Conference Registration Check-in  Group Registration, Lobby Level 
   7:45 AM -   8:55 AM SB-CEU Registration and Sign-In  Group Registration, Lobby Level 
   7:45 AM -   8:55 AM Continental Breakfast    Great Lakes Center, Lobby Level 
   8:00 AM -   4:00 PM Exhibits    Hubbard Foyer, Lobby Level 
   9:00 AM - 10:30 AM Session I Workshops    Lobby and Second Levels 
 10:30 AM - 10:45 AM Break 
 10:45 AM - 12:00 PM General Session    Hubbard Ballroom, Lobby Level 
 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM SB-CEU Check-in    Group Registration, Lobby Level 
 12:05 PM  Lunch (provided)    Great Lakes Center, Lobby Level 
   1:30 PM -   3:00 PM Session II Workshops    Lobby and Second Levels 
   1:30 PM -   4:45 PM Session III Seminars    Lobby and Second Levels 
   3:00 PM -   3:30 PM Break 
   3:30 PM -   5:00 PM Session IV Workshops    Lobby and Second Levels 
   4:45 PM -   5:30 PM SB-CEU Check-in    Group Registration, Lobby Level 
     5:30 PM -    6:15 PM Shuttle Service to Fairlane Town Center Main Entrance, Lobby Level 
   6:45 PM - 10:30 PM Fisher Theatre Event    Hubbard Foyer, Lobby Level  
   
THURSDAY, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM   SESSION I WORKSHOPS 
 

1. TEACHING WITH TECHNOLOGY        Beginner-Practiced; LE, TN 
           Repeated, #13 in Session II 
 Learn practical ways to incorporate technology into the classroom. Topics include ways to use iPads, iPods, 

digital equipment (cameras), Smartboard, and educational websites to enhance classroom engagement. 
Angela Brueck and Amy Hall, Holton Public Schools 

 

2.  FABULOUS AND FREE: RESOURCES TO SUPPORT EVERY CHILDʼS TEACHER All; PD 
Do you like finding high quality, no cost resources? Learn about videos and websites that can help teachers 
support all domains of development for each child, including those who are culturally, linguistically and ability 
diverse. 
Camille Catlett, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute 
 

3.  CODING EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENTS FOR PRESCHOOL SPECIAL EDUCATION  Practiced-Seasoned; SEI 
Changes in coding educational environments for special education have given us many answers in defining 
environments for preschool children with special needs, but have led us to many new questions. Learn the basics 
of coding preschool special education educational environments in the MSDS and work through some scenarios 
to bring consistent answers back to your local districts to accurately reflect the least restrictive environment for 
each child served. 
Noel Cole, Michigan Department of Education and Kelli Jolly, Clinton County RESA 
 

4.  WHATʼS YOUR OPINION? CURRENT CONTROVERSIES IN PRE-K  Seasoned; PD 
Using the new book The Pre-K Debates: Current Controversies and Issues as our guide, leading thinkersʼ 
viewpoints on topics crucial to our field will be shared with opportunities for discussion. 
Joan Firestone, Oakland Schools 
 

5. USING REFLECTIVE SUPERVISION TO SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  All; PQS 
  AND REDUCE COMPASSION FATIGUE 

Reflective supervision is a valuable tool for increasing program effectiveness and outcomes by reducing 
compassion fatigue in direct service staff as well as increasing insights and skill levels. Gain an understanding of 
reflective supervision, its benefits and the starting steps for implementation. 
Shelley Hawver, Community Action Agency 

 

Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 



 
 
THURSDAY, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM, CONTINUED   SESSION I WORKSHOPS 
 

6. NUTRITION BUILDING BLOCKS       All; CM 
Are you feeling a little bland in your approach to nutrition with children? Need to add variety and spice it up? 
Learn new ways to make learning good nutrition fun for the children, and you! 
Wendy Hunter, Adrian Public Schools Head Start 
 

7. INTEGRATING NATURE INTO THE PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM,   All; CM, LE 
 BOTH INDOORS AND OUTDOORS 

Explore small and large group activity ideas for integrating nature in all seasons of the school year, indoors and 
outdoors, with a focus on tips for integrating nature into indoor spaces. 
Rachel Larimore, Chippewa Nature Center and Shannon Lamblin, Nature Preschool 
 

8. USING ASSESSMENT DATA TO INFORM YOUR TEACHING PRACTICES  Practiced-Seasoned; AE, CM, PQS 
 Learn about the types of child assessment data you can compile, what the data tells you, and how to use that 

data to make your teaching developmentally relevant to each child. 
Beth Marshall, HighScope Educational Research Foundation 

 

9. COLLABORATION: ITʼS THE NAME OF THE GAME     All; FCE 
Tips from a panel of local partners who make collaboration come alive to ensure the best use of every available 
preschool slot. 
Jeremy Reuter and Pat Sargent, Michigan Department of Education 

 

10. WRITTEN POLICIES: GET THEM RIGHT THE FIRST TIME!    All; PD, LE 
Do your current written policies accurately explain your expectations and procedures, or do they need to be 
improved? Review what needs to be included in written policies, plans and postings, required by the licensing 
rules, to make them effective and enforceable. 
Jim Sinnamon and Kathleen Sinnamon, Bureau of Children and Adult Licensing, MI Dept. of Human Services 

 

11. BLOCK PLAY         Beginner-Practiced; CD, CM, LE 
Learn, through hands-on exploration, about the developmental stages of block play. Discover ways to support 
and enhance block play in your program. 
Lorraine Thoreson, Michigan Department of Education 
 
 

Thursday, 10:45 am – 12:00 pm      General Session 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 

 

10:45 AM – 11:00 AM Welcome 
Lindy Buch, Ph.D., Director, Office of Early Childhood Education and Family Services 
Michigan Office of Great Start, Michigan Department of Education 

 
 

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM Truth, Lies and Opportunities 
 Jim Harris, MSW, Ed.S., Opportunities Consulting Services, LLC    

If you work with children and families you donʼt need anyone to tell you that it can be 
overwhelming to say the least. Even the most resilient professionals may find themselves 
paralyzed by the complexities of todayʼs society. Jim gets back to the basics about our 
work with young children. He confronts the hard facts of working with preschoolers by 
providing a perspective that will help you see the importance of your work on a daily basis. 
You will enjoy some good laughs and leave with your “batteries” recharged! 

      



 
 

 
THURSDAY, 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM       SESSION II WORKSHOPS 
 

12. THROUGH A CHILDʼS EYES: UNDERSTANDING THE EFFECTS OF TRAUMA  All; CD 
  ON CHILDREN 

Unfortunately, many children experience various types of trauma early in their lives. Explore the effects of trauma 
on the neurology and psychology of children, how these events can profoundly affect a childʼs developmental 
progression and ways you can help. 
Jim Harris, MSW, Ed.S., Opportunities Consulting Services, LLC 

 

13. TEACHING WITH TECHNOLOGY        Beginner-Practiced; LE, TN 
           Repeat of #1 in Session I 
 Learn practical ways to incorporate technology into the classroom. Topics include ways to use iPads, iPods, 

digital equipment (cameras), Smartboard, and educational websites to enhance classroom engagement. 
Angela Brueck and Amy Hall, Holton Public Schools 

 

14. UPDATE ON THE MICHIGAN OFFICE OF GREAT START    All; PD, O 
Learn more about the Office of Great Start and the initiatives under the systemic early childhood system 
development. 
Lindy Buch, Jeremy Reuter and Lisa Brewer-Walraven, Michigan Department of Education 

 

15. RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION? RECOGNITION AND RESPONSE?   All; CD, PD 
 MAKING SENSE OF THE TIERED APPROACH 

A multilevel system of supports for child development supports familiar quality features: an ongoing cycle of 
planning, implementing, observing and assessing. Identify the essential components, benefits and challenges 
unique to implementing Michiganʼs continuum of supports for early childhood and gain ideas for braiding funding. 
Blanche Deren and Michelle Patton, Michigan Department of Education 

 

16. KICK THE COOKIE CUTTER ART TO THE CURB!     Beginner-Practiced; CM 
Has your art gone flat? Are you running out of ideas? Learn how to spice it up by making art meaningful and 
connected to your curriculum. Explore fun, fail-proof strategies and unique hands-on art materials. 
Becky Garske and Sue Lechota, Mott Community College and Jan Herriman, Kearsley Public Schools 

 

17. BODY LANGUAGE        All; CD, CM  
Learn exciting information about how children and teachers can be equipped to use a vocabulary for movement, 
and get ready to move and learn yourself! 
Kristal Johnson, Development Centers and Tammra Barteld, Delta-Schoolcraft ISD 

 

18. OPPORTUNITIES FOR GSRP TO IMPROVE QUALITY THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS Practiced-Seasoned; PQS 
 WITH ISDS  

Recent legislative changes to GSRP have given ISDs administrative responsibility for these programs. Gain 
information about and options for partnerships between GSRPs and ISDs to improve program quality and 
support. 
Alan Oman, Midland County ESA and Mischele McManus, Michigan Department of Education 

 

19. EARLY CHILDHOOD OUTCOMES: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW AND MORE! All; AE 
Examine state data and trends including the definition of and an update on early childhood outcomes, reporting 
categories descriptions, and how to use the data.  
Lisa Wasacz, Michigan Department of Education and Kelli Jolly, Clinton County RESA 
 

 

THURSDAY, 1:30 PM – 4:45 PM       SESSION III SEMINARS 
  

20. SUPPORTING THE GSRP EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIALIST    Practiced-Seasoned; AE, PD, PQS 
A session for early childhood professionals who are or will be acting as GSRP Early Childhood Specialists. 
Topics include: 1) setting up a consultation and assessment schedule; 2) building relationships with the GSRP 
community; 3) strength-based consultation; 4) program quality assessment basics; and 5) coaching and 
mentoring basics.  
Christine Boisvert, Oakland Schools 

 

 

 

Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 

CHOOSE 1 WORKSHOP IN SESSION II AND 1 WORKSHOP IN SESSION IV  
OR CHOOSE 1 SEMINAR IN SESSION III (1:30-4:45 PM) 



 
 
THURSDAY, 1:30 PM – 4:45 PM, CONTINUED     SESSION III SEMINARS 
  

21. A CONTRAST OF ADHD MEDICAL AND EDUCATIONAL DIAGNOSES    All; AE, CD, FCE, SEI 
 AND TREATMENTS       

A child with a medical diagnosis of ADHD may not qualify for educational support, this can be frustrating for the 
child, parents, educators and physicians. Learn about and understand the criteria for medical and educational 
diagnoses and treatment options. 
Jamie M. Fletcher, Fort Custer Education Center 

 

22. DO THE WRITE THING       All; CD, CM, PD 
Learn about the underlying components of legible hand writing in young children including the basics of hand 
anatomy, child neurology, how the fingers move and how ergonomics, pencil size and paper attributes contribute 
to writing quality. Experience simple, fun and inexpensive activities for the classroom and home. 
Elaine Pereira, Do The Write Thing 

 

23. EFFECTIVE PRESCHOOL PRACTICES: ROUTINES AND REPETITION   All; SEI, TN 
Learn how routines and repetition for preschool children with special needs, with special attention paid to motor 
and communication development, result in overall growth and development during the school year. 
Laura Taylor, Charlevoix-Emmet ISD 

 
 

THURSDAY, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM       SESSION IV WORKSHOPS 
 

24. EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT     Practiced-Seasoned; PD, O 
 Early childhood is in need of effective leaders and leadership development to ensure the continued growth as a 

profession and to bring public recognition to the importance of early childhood as a social foundation for success. 
Lindy Buch and Jeremy Reuter, Michigan Department of Education 

 

25. OBESITY PREVENTION IN EARLY LEARNING AND CARE    Practiced; CD, FCE, PD 
Early learning and care is a critical venue for obesity prevention, especially in settings serving low-income, high 
risk children. Learn about key action areas identified for Michigan at a 2011 summit and plans for 
implementation. 
Shannon Carney Oleksyk, Michigan Department of Community Health 
Jenny Salesa, Early Childhood Investment Corporation 

 

26. ARE TRANSITIONS CAUSING CHAOS?      Beginner-Practiced; CD, CM, LE 
 Gain ideas for planning and preparing for transitions, and learn how to make them fun, easy, quick and less 

stressful. 
Ann Hill and Katrice Sweet, Bureau of Children and Adult Licensing, MI Dept. of Human Services 

 

27. USING A FAMILY LITERACY FRAMEWORK TO ENHANCE     All; FCE 
 PARENT ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES        
 By using the 4 components of the family literacy framework, teachers intentionally plan parent engagement 

opportunities that involve literacy, skill building, promoting a home-school connection and parent-child interaction. 
Learn how we strengthened and expanded family literacy within our Head Start/Early Head Start programming 
and improved staff competence in providing comprehensive services to families. 
Cheryl LaRose and Cheryl Mills, BHK Child Development Board 

 

28. SCAFFOLDING DURING WORK TIME      All; CD, CM 
Interactions are the ʻheartʼ of what we do every day. Through our interactions we learn who our children are, their 
personalities, abilities, and knowledge. Identify and explore strategies that best scaffold childrenʼs learning during 
work time. 
Shannon Lockhart, HighScope Educational Research Foundation 

 

29. ONLINE PQA REPORTS AND RESOURCES     Practiced; PQS 
 Learn about the new Online PQA. Explore the embedded reports, resources, and planning tools and how they 

can be used to identify and address classroom, program and regional areas for improvement. 
 Mischele McManus, Michigan Department of Education 
 Dianna Luke, HighScope Educational Research Foundation 
 

30. LITERACY, BEHAVIORS AND RTI, OH MY!   Practiced-Seasoned;  
       AE, CD, SEI, LE  

A panel presentation regarding the joint implementation of early childhood Response to Intervention within 
Ingham ISD including GSRP, Head Start and child care, particularly in the areas of literacy and Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Support (PBIS). 
Michelle Nicholson, Ingham ISD and Sarah Bartholomew, Lansing School District 

 
Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 



 
 
THURSDAY, 3:30 PM – 5:00 PM, CONTINUED     SESSION IV WORKSHOPS 
 

31. MOVING WITH THE BRAIN IN MIND      All; CD, CM  
Movement is crucial to a childʼs optimal brain development. Discover the simple things teachers and parents can 
do to build childrenʼs brains! 
Brooke Rains, Child Care Network 
 

 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2012 
 8:00 AM -   8:55 AM Continental Breakfast    Great Lakes Center, Lobby Level 
 8:00 AM -   8:55 AM Conference Registration Check-in;  Group Registration, Lobby Level 
   SB-CEU Check-in    Group Registration, Lobby Level 
 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM Session V Workshops    Lobby and Second Levels 
   9:00 AM - 12:15 PM Session VI Seminars    Lobby and Second Levels 
 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM Session VII Workshops    Lobby and Second Levels 
 12:15 PM -   1:00 PM SB-CEU Checkout    Group Registration, Lobby Level 
 

 
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM       SESSION V WORKSHOPS 
 

32. TRANSITIONING FROM EARLY ON TO PART B: WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?  All; SEI 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) mandates that all children in Early On programs that are 
potentially eligible for special education services have an IEP written and implemented by their third birthday. 
Learn the requirements, best practices and the answers for frequently asked questions regarding early childhood 
transition for early childhood special education. 

 Noel Cole and Lisa Wasacz, Michigan Department of Education 
 

33. STRENGTHEN YOUR PROGRAM THROUGH HOME VISITS    Beginner-Practiced; FCE, PQS   
High quality programs implement multiple ways to strengthen the school-home connection, including home visits. 
Learn ways to make home visiting meaningful and fun. 
Renee´ DeMars-Johnson and Cheryl Hall, Michigan Department of Education 

 

34. USING DATA TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR CHILD OUTCOMES   Practiced-Seasoned; AE 
During the 2010-2011 school year, the Pontiac PEACE Preschool program began collecting, discussing and 
using MLPP and DIBELS data. Learn about the process used as well as its impact on teachers and child 
outcomes. 

 Joan Firestone, Oakland Schools and Deborah Bodrick, PEACE Preschool 
 

 
Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 

CHOOSE 1 WORKSHOP IN SESSION V AND 1 WORKSHOP IN SESSION VII  
OR  CHOOSE 1 SEMINAR IN SESSION VI (9:00 AM–12:15 PM) 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26, 2012 – EVENING EVENTS 
 

A. SHOPPING: FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER  
Free shuttle transportation will be available to and from the Fairlane Town Center. Shuttles will depart 
from the Hyatt Regency Dearborn between 5:30 PM and 6:15 PM, and from the Fairlane Town Center 
between 8:30 PM and 9:00 PM. The Fairlane Town Center features JC Penney, Macyʼs, Sears and 120 
specialty stores, services and restaurants. 
 

B. THEATER EVENT: MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET             $70.00 PER PERSON 
Million Dollar Quartet is the smash hit Broadway musical inspired by the true story of the famed 
recording session that brought together rock ʻnʼ roll icons Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis 
and Carl Perkins for the first and only time. Featured timeless hits include Blue Suede Shoes, Fever, 
Thatʼs All Right, Sixteen Tons, Great Balls of Fire, I Walk the Line, Whole Lotta Shakinʼ Goinʼ On, Who 
Do You Love?, Matchbox, Folsom Prison Blues and Hound Dog! 
 

Send in your registration early, seats are limited!!! 
 



 
 
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM, CONTINUED     SESSION V WORKSHOPS 
 

35. NATURE-BASED PRESCHOOL:        All; CM, LE 
 WHY IT IS SO IMPORTANT AND HOW IT CAN BE DONE        

Review the research on the benefits of nature-based play. Using Chippewa Nature Centerʼs Nature Preschool 
program as a model, discuss how nature can be integrated into all aspects of a preschool program 
Rachel Larimore, Chippewa Nature Center 
 

36. ACTIVE LEARNING DURING TRANSITIONS     All; CD, CM 
Having trouble with transitions during your routines? Transitions either go smoothly or, most likely, are 
disastrous. Learn how to successfully plan for transitions and how to apply active learning, mainly choices, that 
support children through the transitions of their day. 
Shannon Lockhart, HighScope Educational Research Foundation 

 

37. TEACHING EACH AND EVERY PRESCHOOL STUDENT:    Practiced; LE, PQS, SEI 
 QUALITY TEACHING PRACTICES        

Focused on Program Standards 1 through 6 in the Teaching Practices section of the Michigan Early Childhood 
Standards of Quality, explore strategies for scaffolding experiences for children with varying needs. 
Lydia Moore and Christine Boisvert, Oakland Schools 

 

38. IS MY PLAYGROUND SAFE?       All; LE   
What goes into making your playground safe? Review the licensing rules for playgrounds and outdoor play, with 
opportunities for questions. 
Jim Sinnamon and Kathleen Sinnamon, Bureau of Children and Adult Licensing, MI Dept. of Human Services 

 

39. BOOKS EVERYWHERE        Beginner-Practiced; CM   
Learn ways to integrate new and classic books in all areas of your program. Explore practical ideas and 
suggestions you can implement immediately. 
Betsy Spiker, Oakland 4C 

 
FRIDAY, 9:00 AM – 12:15 PM       SESSION VI SEMINARS 
  

40. FIRSTSCHOOL: CREATING A CULTURE FOR COLLABORATIVE INQUIRY  All; PD, O 
FirstSchool is an innovative early childhood initiative focusing on developing a seamless Pre-K to 3rd grade 
school experience. Learn about the FirstSchool Framework and methods for establishing a collaborative school 
culture. 
Yvonne Caamal Canul, Michigan State University and Sharon Ritchie, University of NC, Chapel Hill 

 

41. EXTENDING YOUR REACH: RESOURCES, TOOLS AND STRATEGIES  Seasoned; PD, O 
 FOR SUPPORTING EACH CHILD 

A master class targeted to faculty members and professional development providers featuring evidence-based 
resources and instructional approaches for use in teaching and training. Examples will emphasize inclusion, 
diversity, and intentional teaching. 
Camille Catlett, Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute 

 

42. MBE IN ECE: WHATʼS THAT ALL ABOUT?     All; CM, LE, PQS 
A discussion of the categories of Mind, Brain, Education science in relation to early childhood education with the 
12 tenets of learning knowledge, 21 principles for applying brain-based learning, and 10 applicable classroom 
instructional guidelines. 
Jamie M. Fletcher, Fort Custer Education Center 

 

43. GSRP EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIALIST CHAT     Seasoned; PD, O 
Join a facilitated discussion of current issues facing GSRP Early Childhood Specialists. Share tips and tactics for 
ensuring program quality. 
Pat Sargent, Mischele McManus and Blanche Deren, Michigan Department of Education 

 
FRIDAY, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM       SESSION VII WORKSHOPS  
  

44. SKILL BUILDING: STRATEGIES AND TECHNIQUES TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES  Beginner-Practiced; CM 
Skill building is a time when teachers can meet specific needs of small groups of children by using assessment 
results to plan sequenced learning activities. Learn how staff can observe childrenʼs progress, identify those who 
may need more help or who need more challenging activities, and plan individualized activities. 
Laurel Barnovitz and Rhonda Kuehn, Northeast MI Community Service Agency 

 

 
Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 
 



 
 
FRIDAY, 11:00 AM – 12:30 PM, CONTINUED     SESSION VII WORKSHOPS 
  

45. “YOUʼRE NOT MY FRIEND!” PRACTICAL STRATEGIES TO SUPPORT PRESCHOOL All; CD, SEI 
 FRIENDSHIPS AND SOCIAL PROBLEM SOLVING        

A panel discussion of the development of friendship skills in early childhood settings as well as practical 
strategies to teach new skills and address social conflicts. 
Jennifer Champagne, Oakland Schools and Hazel Park Head Start Teachers 

 

46. WONDER WORKS! EXPLORATION IN EARLY CHILDHOOD  All; CM 
Learn how to promote the process of scientific inquiry using the ʻWONDER Works!ʼ philosophy – Wonder, 
Observe, Notice, Describe, Explore, Reflect. Examine strategies to maximize childrenʼs natural sense of curiosity 
and need for exploration to promote concept development, problem-solving and prediction. 
Deb Hill and Karen Woodmar, CACS Head Start 

 

47. INCLUSION IN MICHIGAN: WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE?    All; SEI 
 A discussion of preschool inclusive models and the specifics of implementation with opportunities for questions. 
 Kelli Jolly, Clinton County RESA 
 

48. FROM THE CHILDʼS VIEW: HOW CHILDREN REPRESENT THEIR IDEAS  Beginner-Practiced; CM, LE, O 
 Learn about classroom projects with a focus on how children represent their ideas through a variety of mediums 

and materials including technology, clay, wire and natural materials, and engage in materials exploration. 
 Kelly Lenihan and Caryn Finkelstein, Early Childhood Education Center, UM Dearborn 

 

49. SUPPORTING HOMELESS CHILDREN AND FAMILIES    All; FCE 
 It is estimated that nearly 40% of children living in homeless shelters are under the age of five, and the definition 

of homeless is much broader than this. Learn the primary causes of homelessness and how preschool programs 
can help support homeless children and families. 

 Richard Lower and Jeremy Reuter, Michigan Department of Education 
 

50. ACHOO! SNEEZE! PARDON ME, PLEASE!     All; CD, CM, SEI 
 Meet Emmalee the puppet and her friend Dr. Moody!  Learn how to use Muppet-like puppets as an effective tool 

to teach health and hand washing principles to young children. 
 Cindy Morton, Ypsilanti Public Schools and HeartWorks 
 

51. PRESCHOOL RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION     All; AE, CD, LE 
Learn about the Ottawa Area ISD pilot preschool Response to Intervention project. Topics include assessment, 
intervention, successes and lessons learned. 
Vonnie VanderZwaag and Tami Mannes, Ottawa Area ISD 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment and Evaluation (AE) Family and Community Engagement (FCE) Program Quality and Standards (PQS) 
Child Development (CD) Learning Environment (LE)  Special Education and Inclusion (SEI) 
Curriculum (CM) Professional Development (PD) Technology (TN) 
   Other (O) 



 
 

DIRECTIONS TO THE 
HYATT REGENCY DEARBORN 

600 TOWN CENTER DRIVE 
FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER 

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN  48126 
 

(313) 593-1234        www.dearborn.hyatt.com 
 

FROM THE NORTH 
I-75 South to I-696 West to Southfield Road/Fwy/M-39 South. Exit at Michigan Avenue/US 12 West. Turn 
right at Evergreen Road, then right into the Fairlane Town Center, and right again at the stop sign. The 
Hotel is on the right, across from Sears. 
 
 

FROM THE SOUTH 
I-75 North to Exit 41, Southfield Road exit. Turn left at the light, then follow Southfield Fwy/M-39 North to 
Michigan Avenue/US 12 West. Take Michigan Avenue West to the first street, Evergreen, and turn right. 
Turn right into the Fairlane Town Center, and right again at the stop sign. The Hotel is across from Sears, 
in the southeast corner of the mall.  
 
 

FROM THE EAST 
I-94/Ford Fwy West to Exit 210A, Michigan Avenue/US 12 West. Proceed approximately 5 miles to 
Evergreen Road and turn right. Stay to the right, then turn right into the Fairlane Town Center, and right 
again at the stop sign. The Hotel is across from Sears, in the southeast corner of the mall. 
 
 

FROM THE WEST 
I-94 (Ford Fwy) East to Southfield Fwy/M-39 North. Proceed north to Michigan Avenue/US 12 West. Stay 
on Michigan Avenue Westbound, then turn right at Evergreen Road, then right into Fairlane Town Center 
and right again at stop sign. The Hotel is on the right, across from Sears. 
 
 

FROM THE NORTHWEST 
I-96 East to Southfield Fwy/M-39 South to Michigan Avenue/US 12 West. Turn right at Evergreen Road, 
then right into the Fairlane Town Center, and right again at the stop sign. The Hotel is on the right, across 
from Sears. 
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